
Subjects

Geography Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

YR

Y1 Seasonal Changes

Y2 Around the World in 80 

Days

Australia Could a Meerkat live at 

the North Pole?

Y3 Extreme Earth

Y4 Rivers

Y5 Mountains

Y6 Earth matters Rainforests Geographical skills

Subjects Geography Vision StatementGeography at Fairfield



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 1 Seasonal Changes



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 1 Seasonal Changes



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 2 Around the World in 80 Days



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 2 Australia



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 2 Could a Meerkat live at the North Pole?



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 3 Extreme Earth

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

eruption An explosion of steam or lava from a 
volcano.

aftershock A shaking event that follows an 
earthquake. Sometimes more damaging 
than the original earthquake.

tsunami A long, high wave usually caused by an 
earthquake in the ocean.

magma Hot fluid or semi-fluid material below or 
within the Earth’s crust from which lava is 
formed.

lava Hot, molten or semi-fluid rock erupted 
from a volcano, or solid rock, resulting 
from cooling of this.

Sticky Knowledge about 

natural disasters

dormant A dormant volcano is an active volcano 
that has not erupted in the past 10,000 
years.

❑ Volcanoes are caused when magma rises to 

the surface of the Earth, which causes bubbles 

of gas to appear in it. This gas can cause 

pressure to build up beneath the surface, and it 

eventually explodes.
fault Fractures in the Earth's crust where rocks 

on either side of the crack have slid past 
each other.

More Sticky 
Knowledge

magnitude If you talk about the magnitude of 
something, you are talking about its great 
size.

❑ Earthquakes are usually caused when rock 

underground suddenly breaks along a fault. This 

sudden release of energy causes the seismic 

waves that make the ground shake.

❑ A hurricane is a large 

rotating storm with high 

speed winds that form 

over warm waters in 

tropical areas.
landslide A landslide is a collapse of a mass of earth 

or rock from a mountain or cliff.

tectonic 
plates

The Earth’s outer shell is made up of huge 
slabs of moving rock called tectonic 
plates.

❑ A tsunami is a series of large waves generated 

by an abrupt movement on the ocean floor 

that can result from an earthquake, an 

underwater landslide, a volcanic eruption or -

very rarely - a large meteorite strike.

❑ Flooding occurs when 

a river bursts its banks 

and overflows onto the 

surrounding land. 
saturated Holding as much water or moisture as can 

be absorbed; thoroughly soaked.



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 4 Rivers

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

estuary An estuary is an area where a 
freshwater river or stream meets 
the ocean.

mouth A river mouth is the part of a river 
where the river flows into another 
river, a lake, a reservoir, a sea, or 
an ocean.

source The source of a river is where it 
begins, usually on high ground.

meander A meander is a winding curve or 
bend in a river. 

waterfall Waterfalls form where water rushes 
down steep hillsides in upland 
areas and erodes the rocks. 

Sticky Knowledgeerosion Erosion occurs when the fastest 
currents in the river carve into the 
banks.

deposition Rocks and sediments eroded from 
one part of the river are deposited 
in another part.

The start of a river is called the source and the 

end is called the mouth. British rivers

tributary When one stream or river meets 
another and merge together, the 
smaller stream or river is known as a 
tributary.

A fast flowing river will carry soil and dirt from its 

banks and bed downstream and drop them 

when it gets wider and slows down.

Thames London river that is184 

miles long.

ox bow lake Ox bow lakes are created  when 
the meander is so deep that it cuts 
off a piece of the river and leaves 
a lake. 

The longest river in the world is the Nile in Africa. 

It is 4,130 miles long.

Severn Britain’s longest river 

(220 miles) running from Wales 

to Bristol.

delta Deltas are wide areas of water 
often found at the mouth of large 
rivers.

Tees The river flowing through 

our area.
Many rivers and streams will join together before 

they reach the mouth of the river. The smaller 

rivers and streams are called tributaries.
stream A stream is a small body of flowing 

water.



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 5 Mountains

Subject Specific Vocabulary

valley A valley is a long depression, or ditch, in 
the Earth's surface and usually lies 
between ranges of hills or mountains.

cliff Cliffs are tall, steep rocks that were 
created by erosion and have vertical faces. 

ridge A ridge is part of the steep, sloping side of 
a mountain.

plateau A plateau is an area of flat ground that is 
much higher than the surrounding area.

summit The summit is the highest point of a 
mountain.

hill A hill is a landform that is high but not high 
enough to be a mountain.

terrain Terrain is used as a general term when 
referring to the lie of the land.

range A mountain range is a group or chain of 
mountains that are close together. 

Key Knowledge

❑ Mountains make up one-fifth of the world’s landscape.

❑ Mount Everest is the world highest mountain and it is 8,850m high.

❑ There are mountains under the surface of the sea.

❑ 80% of our fresh water originates from mountains.

❑ The highest 14 mountains in the world are all found in the Himalayas.

❑ Generally mountains are higher than 600m, if they are less than this 
they are called hills.

❑ Mountains can be rocky and barren but some have trees growing on 
their sides and very high mountains have snow on their peaks.

Highest 
British 

mountains

England: 
Scafell Pike 

Wales:
Mount Snowdon

Northern Ireland:
Slieve Donard

Scotland:
Ben Nevis

Weather and Climate

weather Weather includes the way the air and 
atmosphere feels and whether it is raining, 
sunny, hailing, snowing, sleeting, foggy or 
cloudy.  It also includes the temperature 
and the strength of the wind.

climate Climate is the pattern of weather in a 
particular area measure over at least 30 
years.

Ranges Europe: Alps  Asia: Himalayas  Australia: Great Dividing Range
South America: Andes    North America: Rockies



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 6 Rainforests

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

canopy The canopy, which may be over 30 m 

above the ground, is made up of the 

overlapping branches and leaves of 

rainforest trees.

emergent 

layer

The emergent layer is the name given to 

the tops of trees that poke up above the 

rainforest canopy.

understory The understory layer is a tangle of shrubs, 

young trees, saplings, palms and vines. It is 

hot and damp here and the air is very still.

deforestation When forests are cut down and the area is 

permanently cleared for another use. 

endangered An endangered species is a species which 

has been categorized as very likely to 

become extinct.
Sticky Knowledge

indigenous Indigenous people or things belong to the 

country in which they are found Only around 6% of the Earth’s land 
surface is rainforest – but about half of 
all animal and plant species live there.

biomes Biomes are distinct biological communities 

that have formed in response to a shared 

physical climate.

Where are the 
famous rainforests?

temperate Relating to or denoting a region or climate 

characterized by mild temperatures. It can take ten minutes for a falling 
raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s 
thick canopy to the floor.

Amazon, Brazil

extinction The extinction of a species of animal or 

plant is the death of all its remaining living 

members.

Australia, West Africa

destruction The act of destroying something.

The Amazon rainforest in South America 
is so big that if it were a country, it would 
be the ninth biggest in the world.

biodiversity Variety of plant and animal life in a 

particular habitat, a high level of which is 

usually considered to be important and 

desirable.



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 6 Geographical Skills



Geography 
Overview Geography: Year 6 Earth Matters

Subject Specific Vocabulary

Crust The thin shell on the outside of the earth.

Mantle A layer of rock between the crust and the 
outer core.

Core The deepest, hottest layer of Earth made up 
of two layers : the outer core which borders 
the mantle and the inner core, which is a 
ball-shaped layer made almost entirely 
of metal.

Key Knowledge

Tectonic Plates Pieces of land that connect together on 

the Earth's outer shell.
• There are 5 different ways in which mountains are formed: fold, fault-block, dome, volcanic 

and plateau.

• The avalanche is the most underestimated danger in the mountains.

• Movement of tectonic plates has formed large mountain ranges like the Himalayas and 

the Andes.

• A volcano is an opening in the Earth's surface and are often found at meeting points of 

tectonic plates

• There are different layers of the earth: inner core, outer core, mantle, crust.

• Some tsunamis have been known to reach heights of 100 feet.

Dormant Temporarily inactive Key Figures

Ring of fire A major area in the basin of the Pacific 
Ocean where many earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions occur.

Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Noorgay
Were the first men to reach the Everest summit. 

They were part of a British expedition team in 1953

Bear Grylls
One of the youngest people ever to climb Everest.

Bear Grylls entered the Guinness Book of Records 

for his expedition in 1998 at the age of only 23.

Seismic
waves

A wave that travels through the Earth, often 
as the result of an earthquake

Pete Schoening
Attempted to climb K2 in 1953 and saved the lives 

of his fellow team by using a special method 

known as the ‘ hip axe belay’. In doing so he 

saved 5 lives and showed great team spirit and 

courage.

Willy Merkl
One of ten mountaineers who lost their lives trying 

to climb ‘killer mountain’ Nanga Parbet in the 

Himalayas.



Subjects

“We are all different, but we make up one school.”

Our school vision celebrates difference. Our Geography curriculum is designed to show our children some of the 
enormous diversity that exists across our planet, whilst still celebrating our local roots and recognising the impact that 
everyone can have, wherever they are from.

Geography Curriculum

Geography Vision Statement


